
Sketch Template Guide

16 Most Popular Things to Sketch

Beginner to Intermediate Level

Step-by-Step Progressive Diagrams

Black & White Pencil Sketch Tutorials
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1. Apple

A classic beginner subject — perfect for learning basic shapes and shading

Quick Tips:

Start with a light oval — don't press too hard

Add the stem and leaf before committing to final lines

Use circular strokes for shading to follow the form

Leave a small highlight to suggest light source
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2. Coffee Mug

Great for understanding cylinders and perspective

Quick Tips:

The rim of the mug is an ellipse, not a circle

Keep the handle proportions in mind — it should look balanced

Use smooth, curved lines for the handle

Shade the inside of the mug darker than the outside
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3. Human Eye

An intermediate challenge — introduces organic curves and detail

Quick Tips:

The eye is not a perfect circle — it's more of an almond shape

The iris is a perfect circle, even when the eye is looking sideways

Add the eyelid crease above the upper lash line

Highlight on the pupil brings the eye to life
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4. Leaf

Simple subject for practicing organic shapes and vein patterns

Quick Tips:

Start with the basic oval shape before adding details

The center vein should be the most prominent line

Side veins should branch at natural angles

Use light shading to give the leaf volume
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5. House

Perfect for learning basic geometric shapes and architectural details

Quick Tips:

Keep walls perfectly vertical and horizontal

The roof triangle should be proportional to the walls

Add details like windows and doors before shading

Use hatching for wall texture and depth
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6. Tree

Learn to combine simple shapes into organic forms

Quick Tips:

Start with a rectangle for the trunk and circle for canopy

Add branches before filling in leaves

Use clustered, irregular shapes for the canopy

Vertical lines work well for bark texture
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7. Butterfly

Great for practicing symmetry and decorative patterns

Quick Tips:

Draw the body first as a guide for symmetry

Keep wing shapes balanced on both sides

Start with large patterns, then add smaller details

Use light shading to give wings dimension
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8. Cat Face

Fun animal portrait — introduces fur texture and facial features

Quick Tips:

Start with a circle for the head — cats have round faces

Place the eyes wide apart for a natural look

Use short, directional strokes for fur texture

Whiskers should be thin and slightly curved
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9. Sneaker

Modern object sketch — great for practicing perspective and detail

Quick Tips:

Sketch the overall silhouette first

Pay attention to the sole thickness and curve

Laces should cross at even intervals

Use cross-hatching for fabric texture
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10. Mountain Landscape

Introduces composition, depth, and atmospheric perspective

Quick Tips:

Start with large triangular shapes for mountains

Nearer mountains should be darker and more detailed

Add foreground elements for depth and scale

Use lighter lines for distant elements
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11. Dog Face

Another great animal portrait — practice fur texture and expression

Quick Tips:

The snout should be proportionate to the head

Place the eyes slightly above the center of the head

Use longer strokes for fur on the ears

A small highlight in the eyes adds life
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12. Sunflower

Beautiful flower subject — practice radial patterns and texture

Quick Tips:

Draw a perfect circle for the center first

Petals should radiate evenly around the center

Use small dots or circles for the seed pattern

Overlapping petals create a more natural look
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13. Bicycle

Mechanical subject — great for learning structure and detail

Quick Tips:

Draw the two wheels as equal circles first

The frame triangle connects the wheels at key points

Add spokes after the main structure is in place

Keep handlebars and seat proportional

Sketch Template Guide — Beginner to Intermediate

• 

• 

• 

• 



14. Open Book

Everyday object — practice perspective, curves, and line work

Quick Tips:

Start with two rectangles for the open pages

The spine curve is key to making it look open and natural

Use curved lines for text to follow the page shape

Add a bookmark for extra detail and visual interest
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15. Forest Path Landscape

Intermediate landscape — combines trees, depth, and atmosphere

Quick Tips:

Start with the path to establish perspective

Trees should get smaller as they recede into the distance

Add layers of foliage for depth

Use shading to create a sense of light filtering through trees
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16. Desert Landscape

New landscape type — practice horizon lines, texture, and minimalism

Quick Tips:

Establish the horizon line early — it anchors the scene

Cactus shapes are simple ovals with curved arms

Use short, varied lines for ground texture (sand, rocks)

Keep distant mountains light and simple for depth
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General Sketching Tips

Essential advice for beginner to intermediate sketchers

Tools You'll Need:

Pencils: HB for sketching, 2B for shading, 4B for dark areas

Eraser: A kneaded eraser for lifting graphite without damaging paper

Paper: Sketch paper (100–150 gsm) or a sketchbook

Blending tool: Tortillon or clean tissue for smooth shading

Fundamental Techniques:

Start light: Always begin with light, loose lines you can adjust

Use simple shapes: Break complex objects into circles, squares, and triangles

Observe proportions: Compare sizes and distances between elements

Shading: Use hatching (parallel lines) and cross-hatching for texture and depth

Practice regularly: Even 15 minutes a day will improve your skills significantly

Common Mistakes to Avoid:

Pressing too hard too soon — keep initial lines light

Skipping the basic shapes step — they're your foundation

Forgetting to leave highlights — they bring drawings to life

Not stepping back to check proportions regularly

Rushing the shading — take your time for smooth gradients
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